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The Old Creamery’s Theatre for Young Audiences 
proudly presents… 

 

 
 

A Teacher’s Study Guide 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
OUR MISSION 
 
The Old Creamery Theatre is proud to be the oldest professional theatre company in 
the state of Iowa. A not-for-profit organization founded in 1971, The Old Creamery is 
committed to bringing high-quality, live professional theatre to the people of Iowa and 
the Midwest. The mission of The Old Creamery’s Theatre for Young Audiences program 
is to provide children of varying ages with opportunities to experience, explore, and 
enjoy live theatre with the goal of instilling and nurturing a life-long appreciation of the 
performing arts. The company has always offered touring productions for children, but 
has recently added children’s theatre productions to the Main Stage season along with 
the Camp Creamery program, a week-long theatrical workshop for young people. 

 
ANNUAL WRITING CONTEST 
 
CharacterRocks.com was created using stories submitted to The Old Creamery Theatre 
through the annual writing contest. Stories are adapted by The Old Creamery’s 
professional artists, but remain faithful to the idea, purpose, and intent of the young 
person who wrote the story. The annual writing contest first began in 1991 and is open 
to all students in grades one through six. For instructions on how to submit a story for 
the 2016 competition, please visit The Old Creamery’s website this fall for the contest 
rules and guidelines. Guidelines change each year, so please be sure to read the 
instructions carefully before submitting material. (www.oldcreamery.com)  

 
THE CREATORS 
 
CharacterRocks.com is a production created by the professional artists at The Old 
Creamery Theatre. After reading stories from hundreds of students, they narrowed it 
down to a select few and began writing songs and dialogue, building sets and props, 
designing costumes, and putting together the soundtrack. CharacterRocks.com 
premiered on February 23, 2015. 
 
Director:   Sean McCall 
Musical Director:  Travis Smith 
Sound Designer:  Keegan Christopher 
Set Designer:  Jim Vogt 
Costume Designer:  Marquetta Senters 
Prop Designer: Katie Colletta 
Tour Manager: Jackie McCall 
Cast:    Keegan Christopher  

Katie Colletta 
Jeff Haffner 
Jackie McCall 
Jim Vogt 



3 
 

PRE-SHOW DISCUSSION 
 
Take time before the show to talk to students about the art form of theatre and prepare 
them for what will happen at the production. Make sure to emphasize what makes 
theatre different from other kinds of entertainment that they have experienced in the 
past. Help them realize what a special relationship the audience and the actors have 
with each other during a live performance. 
 
HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A PLAY? 
 
Ask students if they have ever seen a play or live theatrical performance before. 
Discuss what they saw, what they experienced, and how that might compare to 
attending CharacterRocks.com at their school. 
 
WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEATRE AND TELEVISION OR MOVIES? 
 
• The audience is an important part of a live performance because the actors can see, 
hear, and interact with the people watching the play. Audience members can show their 
appreciation by giving the actors their full attention and by laughing and applauding at 
appropriate times, like at the end of a story or song. 
 
• Movies and television shows are filmed. If an actor makes a mistake, the scene can be 
filmed again and corrected. Since theatre is live, unexpected things sometimes happen. 
This is part of the fun and excitement of live entertainment. 
 
• Plays are performed by live actors. Although actors do their best to perform their part 
the same way each time they present a play, they can never make it exactly the same 
every time. Therefore each performance of a play is unique. 
 
WHAT IS PROPER THEATRE ETIQUETTE? 
 
Explain what is expected of the students as audience members and discuss proper 
theatre etiquette as some of them may never have seen a live performance before. 
 
• Make sure to remain seated and listen carefully during the performance. This will allow 
you and the people around you to enjoy the show without interruption. You will have 
plenty of time to talk to your friends after the show. 
 
• Even though you may feel like saying something to the performers, keep your thoughts 
to yourself. You might disrupt the actors’ concentration or disturb other people in the 
audience if you start talking out loud. Some plays are written for the audience to be a 
part of the show, but not all. You should participate if, and only if, you are invited to do 
so by the actors. 
 
• Laughing and clapping are encouraged! If you think something is funny, laugh. If you 
like a story, clap at the end. This is how you let the actors know that you are having fun. 
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STORY SYNOPSES 
 
“The Mystery of the Character Killer” by Paige K. in 5th

 Grade 

Detective Dodd is a character crime fighter that solves all kinds of mysteries having to 
do with the Six Pillars. When Laurie’s son, Billy, doesn’t return from walking the dog she 
calls Dodd, fearing that some pillars of good character may be in trouble. The detective 
sets off to solve another case before it’s too late. Detective Dodd helps Billy be a more 
respectful, responsible and trustworthy citizen. 

 
 
“The Tree Library” by Ava B. in 1st

 Grade 

When Papa, Mama, and Baby go to the Tree Library the librarian quickly realizes that 
the Bear family hasn’t been shown the proper way to treat the books. With a little 
guidance they learn how to be more respectful of shared property and enjoy all the 
library has to offer. 

 
 
“Lending a Helping Hand” by Lydia F. in 6th

 Grade 

Rachel loves volunteering at the senior care center. She’s proud of being a good citizen 
and cherishes the friendship she forms with one of the residents there named Maggie. 
When Rachel’s classmate, Chris, starts giving her a hard time for “hanging out with old 
people” she doesn’t let it discourage her. Instead, she uses it as a way to teach Chris 
the important role that volunteers play in the lives of others and how good it can make 
you feel to lend a helping hand. 

 
 
“Ocean Dog” by Austin P. in 3rd

 Grade 

May is excited when her parents win tickets for a cruise. Not wanting to leave her dog, 
Spike, at home, she packs him in her suitcase instead. Spike can’t be contained once 
he’s on the ship and when the captain catches the dog running across the deck, it looks 
like May’s parents will get the blame. May steps up just in time and confesses to 
bringing Spike onboard and tries to make amends. She learns that being trustworthy 
has its rewards and that honesty is the best policy.    

 
 
“Stars” by Kyra S. in 2nd

 Grade 

Once there was a bright star that lit up the night sky with the other stars. At first they 
were all friends, but one day the bright star started to brag. The other stars felt bad, but 
continued to light up the sky. When a cloud came along and covered up the brightest 
star no one noticed, except for the rest of the stars. They missed their friend and chased 
the cloud away. The brightest star was glad that her friends cared about her even when 
she wasn’t being respectful. 
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“Bunny Learns a Lesson” by Amelia W. in 2nd
 Grade 

Bunny is one of Amelia’s favorite stuffed animals. Amelia loves to dance with all of her 
toys, but when she doesn’t choose Bunny to dance with first, he gets very mad. He yells 
and cries and makes the other stuffed animals sad. When he sees their reactions 
realizes that they love to dance with Amelia too and that as long as everyone gets a turn 
that it’s fair. It doesn’t matter who gets to go first. He learns that he needs to wait for his 
turn and respect his friend. Now they are all happy. 
 
 

“Journey to the Ocean” by Emma B. and Morgan B. in 6th
 Grade 

Phoebe is a leatherback turtle traveling down the beach to the sea. Along the way she 
meets some green sea turtles and asks to join them. Trudy is happy to have Phoebe 
along for the trip, but Lance and Lester spend the journey making jokes at Phoebe’s 
expense. Phoebe decides she would rather travel alone than put up with their bullying. 
Trudy steps in and makes the boys apologize pointing out that just because Phoebe is 
gray and they are green it doesn’t make them better. Phoebe accepts their apology and 
they all head down to the ocean where they join the party. 
 
 

 
 


